I may be an accounting major at the University of Colorado – Denver, but I am also a social justice minor, which is where I now know my real passion lies.  Working with The Piton Foundation and Tax Help Colorado during the 2009 tax season at Manual High School gave me the opportunity to learn that about myself.  Their program changed the outlook I have as someone with the knowledge and capability to help others and the part I can play in their lives. Like most students I was looking for a way to “enhance” my resume initially.  This program seemed like a perfect way to make myself standout.  I had some preconceived notions about the kinds of people I thought I would be working with, but that all changed within five minutes of starting.  I met and worked with an amazing set of people from the Community College of Denver and the surrounding community.  The people that sought help from us were some of the most compassionate people I had ever had the pleasure of meeting.  It takes a lot of trust for someone to share information about their finances with strangers, but everyone that came in never doubted our intentions.  While working for Tax Help I had the opportunity to hear some of the most heartfelt stories and I realized that helping out those that need it is so much more important than anything I could ever put on my resume.  As a student I spend my days in a typical class setting and it is easy to forget about the impact my intended profession can have on people.  Volunteering my time reminded me that I should never forget the connection I have to others.
I have gotten so many positive experiences from volunteering.  I learned only a fraction of the rules and regulations behind taxes and only a small piece of the credits that can be used by people and yet with just those few tools I had the chance to have a profound effect on people’s lives.  Mostly though, I feel as though I became part of a community.  I still run into people on the bus that were “clients”.  They remember me as much as I remember them.  They may thank me for helping them, but it is they who helped me more.  Because of this experience it is my hope that I will one day have the chance to devise and implement a project that would provide disenfranchised women the tools that they need to gain financial independence.  I have experienced many financial struggles of my own and I understand how confusing and scary they can be without the necessary support.  My project would provide the support that can be difficult to find.  Knowing that foundations like Piton exist makes this hope a little more of a reality.  
I would strongly encourage more students to get involved with Tax Help Colorado.  Students that do would get numerous benefits from volunteering their time. Some benefits that pertain to school are the fact that it gives each student the chance to experience a portion of the business that they will most likely experience at some point during their career while also having the opportunity to fine tune their people skills, which is a crucial component of working in the business world.  On a more personal note, students that do this program will never regret the effort they put into it.  Students that get involved will forever be part of a community, which is what we, as a generation need to commit to if the world is to ever change for the better.   
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