iving

~Sam Gary realized luck

to give others a chance. G
: By Mark Iaffe The Denve: Post

Sam Galy star ed wild
; _'__19605 and promptly drilled - -
“*"holes. The 4oth hole changed every-
- thing and was the seed for the Biton
oundation.

" ‘supported.a host of educationjand . _
. community" programs with $56 jmil: -
lion, according to the foundation.

nized today by the Council on Foupda-; -

tions for his efforts to- ‘

.. turn oil and gas mon-
- ey into good work.

The council, which - |

represents 2,000 foun-

", dations, will give.Gary

“its Board - Chair's

Award.

. In 1967,» Gary - dis-

_covered . the = “Bell

CreekFleId ineastern founded the -

- Montana. More than ' Piton Foun- .

7. drilled in that field.

. Nine" years later,
Gary created the Pi- :
“ton Foundatlon with the goal of Pro:
) v1d1ng opportunities for children and "
_their families to move from poverty, s
and dependence to self-reliance :

_-those living

. about luck,” Gary said in a statement,
" “The creation 'of Piton caused me to
<+ see the world through eyes of people' :
" whoreally didn’t have a chance.”
.~ ‘The foundation is supported prima+
T nly by contributions from the Gary-.
Williams Energy Corp. and is consid-
*-ered the community investment lel- '
-sion of the oil company,
" _Among programs Piton has backed
+Medical Home - a project to im-
| " prove health care for children in the
© " low-income Medicaid program.
" «The Denver Preschool Program,

" which serves 6,000 children. -

» An outreach program to help
‘low-income ‘working families apply
~ for federal tax credits, About 270,000

~ Colorado families receive $470 mil-
_ lion in earned-income tax refunds.

" “A dry hole is an event — not a
"7 woesis-me- event, but a what-did-I-
_~learn event,” Gary said, “You try to be
Y7 aware good things' can happen. A11
L that’stmemphﬂanthropy
© " Gary receives his award today at the
i councﬂ’s .annual conference, at the

‘Hyatt Regency Denver at Colorado
" - Convention Center.

e helped him and worked '-'

- Since 1976, Denver—based Pitorf has s

Gary, now 83, is slated tobe refog: . -

" 400 - wells Wele dation tofaid’

. “After Bell Creek I'started thi mg", e



